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Dedication

For the thousands of  house churches springing up all over the globe. May you turn the world upside 
down.
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C H A P T E R  1

Learn from Paul  
(and a few others)

L E A D E R S H I P  T H A T  T U R N S  T H E  W O R L D  U P S I D E  D O W N  E M P O W E R S  
P E O P L E  I N  T H E I R  C A L L ,  C H A R A C T E R ,  C H A R I S M A T A ,  C O N F I D E N C E ,  

C O M M I T M E N T ,  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N
Next to Jesus, the Apostle Paul is the most prominent figure in the early church. 
For some reason, church planters seem to connect with him on a deep level. Per-
haps it is because we want to be like him. Maybe we feel like our experiences are 
similar to his. Whatever the reason, Paul stands out among the apostles as one 
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who took the gospel to places it had never been. For church planters, and for the 
rest of  us, there is much to learn from the apostle. That is what this small book is 
about. 

It might not really be fair to call this a book. It is more a study on various topics 
that emerge from Paul writings. The topics are meant to correspond with the 
book, Lead Like Paul: Empowering Leadership that Turned the World Upside Down. In that 
book, I go into detail about the nature of  Paul’s leadership and outline a frame-
work to develop Paul-like leaders. Those leaders are characterized by what Ber-
nard Bass called transformational-transactional leaders. This is a style of  
leadership that builds deeply into those he leads while expecting a return from 
those emerging leaders.

One of  Paul’s primary expectations was the transmission of  what he taught to 
others. In fact, as he wrote to Timothy,

What you have heard from me in the presence of  many witnesses entrust to faithful men, 
who will be able to teach others also. (2 Tim 2:2)

This is what we call a four generation model of  discipleship. Paul (G1) taught 
Timothy (G2) who was entrusted to teach faithful people (G3) who would teach 
others (G4). It is this model of  discipleship that produces exponential growth and 
one of  the reasons while the early church exploded onto the Roman Empire in the 
first century.

Each of  the chapters in Learn from Paul correspond to the sections on the five 
qualities of  a leader in Lead like Paul. They are short Bible studies intended to help 
individuals participating in house churches or small group to go a bit deeper in 
their understanding of  what the early church believed. I hope they will be of  use 
to you as they are designed to facilitate discussions around important subjects that 
pertain as much to leadership as to the daily spiritual lives of  those in our house 
churches and small groups. To begin, there are two studies especially for you as a 
leader: The Church and Teaching the Bible. So, let’s learn from Paul as we grow 
in our understanding of  who we are as a community of  believers and how we can 
lead God’s church in such a way that the world is indeed turned upside down.
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The Church

The Book of  Acts records the growth of  the church after the ascension of  
Jesus.  We see a progression in the spread of  the gospel from the Jews to the Sa-
maritans to the Gentiles.  Many analogies were used in Scripture for the church.  
Read the following verses and write your conclusion below:  Ephesians 5:22-33; 1 
Corinthians 3:9; 6:15; 10:17; 12:25-28; Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18,24; 
2:19; 1 Timothy 3:15.

The church was not an after-thought of  God's. He knew that people would fall 
into sin.  He was not surprised by Israel's continued disobedience and rejection.  
He knew from eternity past that His Son would be sent into the world and would 
prophesy "I will build My church" (Matthew 16:18).   It was God's plan to use the 
prophets and apostles, with Christ as the chief  cornerstone, to be the foundation 
for the church (Eph 2:20).  God eternally designed the church to reveal the His 
mysteries (Eph 3:10-11).
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What is the Church?
The next several statements indicate what the church is.  Next to each state-

ment are verses that give support to the statement.  Read each verse and write 
down and discuss your observations that support the statement.

The church is made up of  Christians:  Acts 14: 21-27; 1 Corinthians 1:1-3; 
Philippians 1:1-2; Revelation 2-3

The church meets on the first day of  the week:  1 Corinthians 16:2; Acts 20:7

The church has leaders who are responsible for the church:  Acts 14:23; 
20:17-37; 1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Peter 5:1-3

The church exercises discipline of  believers:  Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 
5:1-5
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The church has specific qualifications for leaders:  1Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 
1:5-9

The church is associated with other churches:  Acts 15:1-34, 16:4-5; Romans 
15:26-27; 16:3-5, 16; 1 Corinthians 8; Philippians 4:15-17; Colossians 4:15-17; 1 
Peter 1:1-2; 3 John 9-11

The church practices baptism and the Lord's Supper:  Matthew 28:18-19; 1 
Corinthians 1:11-16, 11:23-27

What is the Purpose of the Church
Read Acts 2:41-47

Identify 5 things that characterized the church in Jerusalem and should charac-
terize every church.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Application
Later in the book, we will be looking at each of  these characteristics. In the 

meantime, the Acts of  the Apostles is a great place to get a better understanding 
of  the church. During the course of  the next week, try to read four chapters per 
day and look for the development of  the church. Use the space below to make 
some notes to discuss in your group next week.
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Teaching the Bible

Share the story of  a person whose teaching influenced you. What was special 
about this teacher? Why do you think they were effective in teaching?

Teaching God’s word is a special responsibility and privilege. To some extent, 
the leader will be held to a very high standard to teach it accurately (James 3:1). 
That standard is marked not just by the privilege of  teaching, but also by a respon-
sibility to accurately handle the word of  God. With the religious diversity present 
in so many countries and people groups, not to mention the growth of  heretical 
Christian religions, this task is vitally important to the long-term sustainability of  
church planting movements. 

A Special Responsibility and Privilege
Below are several verses about the responsibility and privilege we have in teach-

ing others the Bible. What are the key points that you take away from each of  
these verses?

2 Timothy 3:16-17
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1 Timothy 4:6

1 Timothy 6:3

Titus 1:9

Discovery Method of Learning
A part of  being a good teacher is studying the Bible. Below are a list of  ques-

tions that help us learn what a passage of  the Bible means and how we can apply 
it to our lives. Become familiar with these questions and practice using them as 
you do your personal Bible study.

1.	 What did you like about the story or passage? What didn’t you under-
stand?

2.	 What did you learn about the people in the story or passage?

3.	 What does the story or passage say about God or Jesus?

4.	 How does this story or passage fit into the Grand Narrative of  the Bible?

5.	 What example or command is there to follow? 

6.	 What will you do differently as a result of  hearing the story or passage?
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Lesson Outline
1.	 What does it say?

2.	 What do I teach?

3.	 What do we do?

Application: False Doctrine
A teacher of  the Bible also needs to be concerned about false doctrines that are 

taught by those claiming to be Christian. The best way to know what doctrines are 
false is to know what true faith is. Using the Discovery Method of  Learning and 
the Lesson Outline questions, read and study the following passage and create an 
outline that you can teach about the true faith. Use the space below for your les-
son.

Colossians 2:6-15
Lesson Title:

What does it say?
1.	 What did you like about the story or passage? What didn’t you under-

stand?

2.	 What did you learn about the people in the story or passage?

3.	 What does the story or passage say about God or Jesus?
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4.	 How does this story or passage fit into the Grand Narrative of  the Bible?

What do I teach?
1.	 What example or command is there to follow? 

What do we do?
1.	 What will you do differently as a result of  hearing the story or passage?
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Leading a House Church or Small 
Group

Paul tells us that he taught from house to house in Ephesus. Describe what you 
think that might have looked like. What do you think it might look like today?

On Paul’s return to Jerusalem after his third recorded missionary journey, he 
stopped in Miletus to meet with the leaders of  the house churches in Ephesus. 
Read what he said in Acts 20:17-38 and use the Discovery Method of  Learning to 
develop a lesson. 

Acts 20:17-38
Lesson Title:

What does it say?
1.	 What did you like about the story or passage? What didn’t you under-

stand?

2.	 What did you learn about the people in the story or passage?
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3.	 What does the story or passage say about God or Jesus?

4.	 How does this story or passage fit into the Grand Narrative of  the Bible?

What do I teach?
1.	 What example or command is there to follow? 

What do we do?
1.	 What will you do differently as a result of  hearing the story or passage?

24





C H A P T E R  2

A Leader’s Call – 
Purpose

L E A D E R S H I P  T H A T  T U R N S  T H E  W O R L D  U P S I D E  D O W N  E M P O W E R S  
P E O P L E  I N  T H E I R  C A L L ,  C H A R A C T E R ,  C H A R I S M A T A ,  C O N F I D E N C E ,  

C O M M I T M E N T ,  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N
The following studies focuses on three important areas in understanding our 

calling: God, salvation, reconciliation.  These three studies are important founda-
tional lessons for all believers. From them will emanate how we live out our faith 
and communicate it to others.
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A Compelling View of God

A theologian once said that unless we have a compelling view of  God it will be 
difficult to convince people to believe in Him. How would you describe God?

Paul’s compelling portrait of  God for the Jews was firmly situated in the Jewish 
story. It was a unique story of  God’s heart to use his people to declare his blessings 
to all nations. Paul masterfully tells the story and many Jews and devout followers 
of  God believed (Acts 13:43; 17:4). Yet, it is the Jewish story and not the story of  
the nations. Their stories were told differently as we see in Lystra (Acts 14:15-17), 
Philippi (Acts 16:31-34), and Athens (Acts 17:24-31). 

What is a compelling view of God?
From the verses below, describe Paul’s compelling portrait of  God as he shared 

the gospel with the Jews and those from other nations. Remember to use the Dis-
covery Learning Questions from the study on Teaching the Bible.

Acts 13:17-33
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Acts 17:3-7

Acts 14:15-17

Acts 16:31-34

Acts 17:24-31

God’s Uniqueness
The Bible describes many characteristics that make God unique. Three of  

those are His omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence. Read each of  the 
verses below and describe how God is unique. Pay close attention to the subject of  
the verse. Who are the authors talking about?

Matthew 9:4

Matthew 28:18

Matthew 28:20
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1 Corinthians 2:10-11

Luke 1:35-37

1 Corinthians 6:19

God’s Unique Role in Missions
As you saw in your study of  the previous verses, an important aspect of  God’s 

uniqueness is His three in oneness: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Read these verses 
from Paul’s description of  God in Ephesians to see how the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit work together. How do they relate to God’s Role in Missions?

Ephesians 1:3-5

Ephesians 1:10

Ephesians 1:14

Ephesians 3:6
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Ephesians 5:1

Ephesians 6:17

Your Compelling View of God
Based on your study of  all these verses, how would you explain God to some-

one who does not know who He is?
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Security in Christ

So often, we think about salvation as a benefit to our decision to accept Christ 
as our Savior. As Paul tells us, we have been transferred from the realm of  dark-
ness to the kingdom of  Christ (Col. 1:13). Use the space below to describe what 
your salvation means to you.

Salvation is a work of  God by grace alone.  Grace is God’s unmerited favor to-
ward us because of  the work of  Christ and therefore it cannot be obtained by any 
human means (Ephesians 2:5-9; Romans 6:23). Grace is the agency by which the 
believer receives redemption by the blood of  Christ (Ephesians 1:7). There is no 
amount of  sin which cannot be forgiven by the graciousness of  God (Romans 
5:20).  By God’s grace the believer is justified and made heirs to the hope of  eter-
nal life with Christ (Titus 3:6-7). 

The Responsibility of Salvation
Read the passages below and write in your own words what they mean to you. 

Remember to use the Discovery Learning Questions from the study on Teaching 
the Bible.

Romans 12:9-21
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Ephesians 1:5-14

Philippians 1:27-30

A New Creation
Three things change when we accept Jesus Christ as the one sent by God to re-

store a loving relationship between the Father and us. First, our beliefs change. We 
recognize Jesus as God incarnate who came into the world to save sinners (Phil. 
2:5-11). Second, our conduct changes. When Jesus is Lord of  our lives then the 
Holy Spirit manifests Himself  in us so that we are characterized by His fruit (Gal. 
5:22-25). Finally, our community changes. We become a part of  those who have 
been adopted as sons and daughters through Christ (Rom. 8:14-17).

Read the following verses. What do they say about us being a new creation.

Ephesians 2:8-10

Ephesians 4:22-24
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Romans 6:5-14

Application: God’s Promise
The fact that we are a new creation is something that God has done in us by 

the power of  the Holy Spirit. As a new creation in Christ Jesus, God promises that 
what He has started in us, He will finish (Phil. 1:6). He has promised it to us and 
we can be assured that He will do it and bring us securely into His presence. Using 
the Discovery Method of  Learning and the Lesson Outline questions, read and 
study the following passage and create an outline that you can teach about our se-
curity in Christ. Use the space below for your lesson.

Romans 8:31-39
Lesson Title:

What does it say?
1.	 What did you like about the story or passage? What didn’t you under-

stand?

2.	 What did you learn about the people in the story or passage?

3.	 What does the story or passage say about God or Jesus?
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4.	 How does this story or passage fit into the Grand Narrative of  the Bible?

What do I teach?
1.	 What example or command is there to follow? 

What do we do?
1.	 What will you do differently as a result of  hearing the story or passage?
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The Ministry of Reconciliation

We have seen in Paul that our calling is not to a vocation as much as it is to a re-
sponsibility. A key aspect of  that responsibility is in relationship to others. Jesus ex-
pressed a duality of  relationships in Matthew 22:36-40.  Explain this duality of  re-
lationships with your own words.

So, we see that our horizontal relationships with people depends on our vertical 
relationship with God.  In other words, if  we are in a good and right relationship 
with God we can expect to have good and right attitudes in our relationships with 
people. However, our relationships with people goes beyond the idea of  attitudes 
to actions. Love, in this case, is a verb that expresses both an attitude and an ac-
tion. The apostle Paul recognized the importance of  the attitude as well as the ac-
tion.

Understanding Paul's Ministry
Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-21

1.  Paul shares several viewpoints in regard to his attitude and action of  love in 
this passage.  Write in your own words the apostle Paul's viewpoints on:

Life

People

Ministry
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2.  In verse 20 the apostle Paul uses the idea of  an ambassador to communicate 
our relationship with other people.  In your understanding, what does an ambassa-
dor do?

3.  How does the role of  an ambassador apply to our role in relationships with 
other people?

Communicating the Message
Of  course, the primary role of  an ambassador is to communicate the policies 

of  his/her government.  Likewise, our primary role in our relationships with other 
people is to communicate the message of  God: the gospel.

1.  The word gospel simply means good news.  What, in your opinion, is the 
good news of  God?

2.  The apostle Paul had many opportunities to communicate the good news of  
God to people. In 1 Corinthians 15:3-5, what were the essential elements that Paul 
communicated?
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3.  Think back for a moment when you heard about the good news.  What was 
your impression and how did it change your life?

4.  The following are several passages of  scripture that will help us understand 
the importance of  communicating the good news of  God to people.

1 Peter 2:9

2 Timothy 1:5-10

Acts 4:12

5.  Read 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 and think of  people you know who do not 
know God.  In light of  this passage and the previous verses, what would be your 
motivation to tell others about the good news.

Application
1.	 Imagine for a moment that you are in prison.  You are not permitted to 

talk to any of  the other inmates.  Right in the next cell is one of  your closest 
friends, _____________ who hasn't heard about the good news.  You and he have 
worked for months making a little sliver in the stone wall where you can pass notes 
to each other.  Suddenly, a guard goes into his cell and beats him and yells, "tomor-
row at the break of  dawn you will be executed."  You have one last piece of  paper 
left.  How would you explain the good news to him?
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2.	 Make a list of  your friends, family and other acquaintances and begin 
praying for an opportunity to communicate the good news to them as an ambassa-
dor of  Christ.
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Preparing a Personal Testimony

A personal testimony is your story of  your life without Christ, how and why 
you became a Christian, and the results of  your new life in Christ. Jesus Christ is 
the center of  your testimony.  Always remember that the person with whom you 
share your testimony has little knowledge about a personal relationship with Jesus 
and why He came to Earth.

Developing a Personal Testimony
•	Be simple and clear.

•	Clarify any words that are not a normal part of  the non-Christian’s vocabu-
lary, such as converted, saved or born again.

•	Include humor and/or word pictures.

•	Use at least one, but not more than two, short Scripture verses.

•	Use a 3-point outline:

	 o	 The way I lived and thought before I received Christ

	 o	 How I received Christ

	 o	 The changes in my life since I received Christ

Sharing Your Testimony
•	Memorize and practice it until it sounds natural.

•	Be filled with the Spirit.

•	Do not make any movements or gestures that may distract or offend.

•	Do not argue with or condemn the listeners.

•	Be brief  (3-5 minutes).

•	Do not preach at people; just share your experience.
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•	Do not speak negatively about other churches, denominations, or religions.

•	Be clear enough that a non-Christian will know why he should become a 
Christian, as well as how to become a Christian.  Remember that most people 
know neither why nor how.

Write Your Testimony
Use the prompt below to begin to write your personal testimony. Remember 

the points outlined above.

The way you lived and thought before you received Christ:

How you received Christ:
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The changes in your life since you received Christ:

A relevant or favorite verse with which you might close:

Application
Now that you have written out your testimony, practice it with members of  

your house group. This week, look for opportunities to share your testimony with a 
friend or co-worker. 
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C H A P T E R  3

A Leader’s Character - 
Pattern

L E A D E R S H I P  T H A T  T U R N S  T H E  W O R L D  U P S I D E  D O W N  E M P O W E R S  
P E O P L E  I N  T H E I R  C A L L ,  C H A R A C T E R ,  C H A R I S M A T A ,  C O N F I D E N C E ,  

C O M M I T M E N T ,  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N
A leader’s character, or the way in which he conducts his life, is a very important 
theme in Paul’s writing. In Paul’s understanding of  the Christian life, there was not 
a dichotomy between what a person believed and how a person acted. To him, it 
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all went together. The next two Bible studies focus on important issues in develop-
ing a leader’s character: Love and Sin.
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Biblical Love

Love is as much an attitude and as an action.  In this study we will look more in 
detail at what biblical love is and how it applies to us.  As we begin, read 1 Corin-
thians 13:1-8 and write your thoughts about love.

The Bible has been called the greatest love letter ever written, and indeed, it is. 
We learn from the Bible that God is love and for Him to be capable of  love means 
that He has eternally been in relationship as the triune God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. In the Bible, we see God's relentless pursuit of  a relationship with peo-
ple. Beginning with his relationship with Adam and Eve to establishing a relation-
ship with Israel through the 10 commandments, judges, kings, and prophets. Fi-
nally, He sent His Son to demonstrate the ultimate love through sacrifice and giv-
ing us his Spirit so that we can love like him.

Where Does Love Come From?
The apostle John is known as the apostle of  love.  As we study this subject we 

will look mainly at the letters of  John and his gospel. It is interesting to note that 
John and his brother James were named the sons of  thunder (Mark 3:17) at the be-
ginning of  Jesus' ministry.  Equally interesting is how John refers to himself  in his 
gospel as the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 13:23).  A dramatic changed oc-
curred in John's life as he grew in his understanding of  God.  He went from a son 
of  thunder to the apostle of  love.
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Read I John 4:7-21 and respond to the following questions? Remember to use 
the Discovery Learning Questions from the study on Teaching the Bible.

1.  Where does love come from?

2.  What (who) is love?

3.  Why should we love?

Action and Attitude 
As we have mentioned before, love is an action and an attitude.  Take a mo-

ment and list some actions and attitudes that result from biblical love (see John 
13:34, 15:9,13; 1 John 3:16,18; 2 John 5,6)

Actions
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Attitudes

Tough Love 
More times than not, we really have to work at love.  And it is not always easy 

to love but we have seen that God wants us to do just that.  

1.  What did Jesus mean in Matthew 22:39 when he said to "love your neigh-
bors?"

 

 

 

 

2.  Write your opinion of  Matthew 5:43-48 below.
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3.  What does John mean in 1 John 2:15-17 when he writes about the love of  
the world?  Be specific in reference to this love.

 

 

 

 Application
Take specific note of  two or three areas mentioned under action and attitude 

and work on them this week.
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Overcoming Sin

Sin is a personal problem.  We all have this problem but not many know how to 
overcome the problem on a daily basis.  Often times we confuse sin with tempta-
tion or trails.  In the space below, write your definitions of:

Sin

Temptation

Trial

The drive between Campulung and Brasov, Romania is one of  the most beauti-
ful in the country.  You wind back, forth, and around beautiful mountains; up and 
down into valleys. On the most dangerous curves there are guard rails to prevent a 
car from going over the edge. The Christian life can be similar to driving on that 
mountainous road. However, sometimes we do not realize that God has placed 
guard rails to prevent us from falling into sin. Instead, we sin (which is much eas-
ier) and administer the cure. We practice “spiritual breathing” by confessing (exhal-
ing) our sins (1 Jn 1:9) and asking to be filled (inhaling) with the Holy Spirit (Eph 
5:19) and we are restored again in a fellowship with God. If  we drove the way we 
sometimes live our Christian lives we would need hospitals at the bottom of  every 
dangerous curve to care for our injuries! Like the guard rails that prevent cars 
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from going over the edge, God has provided the means to live our Christian life so 
that we can overcome sin.

Three Keys to get Started
Read Romans 6:1-14

God's provision for us to not wind up in the sin hospital is stated very clearly in 
the passage. In order to start on the right road to overcoming sin we need to under-
stand three keys (Remember to use the Discovery Learning Questions from the 
study on Teaching the Bible):

Know

Consider

Present

Application
It’s one thing to understand the keys and another to put them in the ignition to 

get started on the road to obedience and overcoming sin.  

Read 1 Corinthians 10:13

Here we see that there is always a way to escape the temptation of  sin.  In the 
following examples, write out a potential way of  escape.
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1.  You are at an office party with your colleagues and they are prodding you to 
drink another cocktail.

2.  Its late at night and you are with your boyfriend/girlfriend.  You are sitting 
in the living room with the lights off  and no one home.  Nice music is playing in 
the background and the thoughts of  sex begin to go through your mind.

3.  Someone just pulled right out in front of  you totally ignoring the yield sign.  
You slam on your brakes and skid to a stop.  Smoke is about to come out your 
ears.

What if we go over the edge?
Read 1 John 1:9 and write in your own words what you should do when you 

sin.

Read Ephesians 5:15-19 and write in your own words how you should live.
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We Always Have Choice
That is one of  the wonderful things about being created in God’s image.  We 

can choose to obey God and overcome sin or we can choose to live in sin and suf-
fer the consequences.  What is your choice?

Today I choose to live obediently for God.

Name: ___________________________________________   Date: __/__/__

Today I choose to live in my own pleasure.

Name: ___________________________________________   Date: __/__/__
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C H A P T E R  4

A Leader’s Charismata 
- Profession

L E A D E R S H I P  T H A T  T U R N S  T H E  W O R L D  U P S I D E  D O W N  E M P O W E R S  
P E O P L E  I N  T H E I R  C A L L ,  C H A R A C T E R ,  C H A R I S M A T A ,  C O N F I D E N C E ,  

C O M M I T M E N T ,  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N
Paul understood that he was not alone in his journey with Christ. It was only by 
the Spirit of  Christ that he would be able to fulfill his profession. These next two 
studies draw our attention to the Holy Spirit and His work in our lives. Jesus did 
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not leave us alone. He sent His Spirit to be our helper and guide as we live the 
Christian life and as we engage others with the gospel.
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The Ministry of the Holy Spirit

We learned earlier that the Holy Spirit is omniscient, omnipotent, and omni-
present. He is co-equal with the Father and the Son and distinctly helps us live 
lives that bring glory to God. Use the space below to share a story of  how you 
have seen the Holy Spirit work in your life.

Clearly God wants us to lead a Spirit-filled life.  Paul describes this life in three 
ways. In Romans 12:1-2, he presents the idea as a spiritual sacrifice, of  surrender-
ing ourselves completely to the Lordship of  Christ. In Ephesians 5:18-19, he talks 
about the filling of  the Holy Spirit as a command for the Christian to practice. In 
Galatians 5:16-24, he talks about walking by the Spirit and the results of  that walk-
ing being the fruit of  the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit and the Believer
The Holy Spirit plays a very important part in our lives. Read the following 

verses and see if  you can identify how He works in our lives.

Titus 3:4-8 

Mark 13:11; John 14:26 
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Luke 12:12 

John 15:26

John 16:8-11

John 16:13

John 16:14; 1 Corinthians 12:3 

Acts 1:8, 4:31 

Acts 13:2, 16:6 

Ephesians 1:13, 4:30 

60



Application
Using the Discovery Method of  Learning and the Lesson Outline questions, 

read and study the following passage and create an outline that you can teach 
about our security in Christ. Use the space below for your lesson.

Romans 8:1-11
Lesson Title:

What does it say?
1.	 What did you like about the story or passage? What didn’t you under-

stand?

2.	 What did you learn about the people in the story or passage?

3.	 What does the story or passage say about God or Jesus?

4.	 How does this story or passage fit into the Grand Narrative of  the Bible?
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What do I teach?
1.	 What example or command is there to follow? 

What do we do?
1.	 What will you do differently as a result of  hearing the story or passage?
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Spiritual Gifts

Spiritual gifts are an essential part of  the body of  Christ. If  someone were to 
ask you about your gift or gifts, what would you say?

One thing that is very clear from scripture is that God gives the gifts to testify 
that salvation is through Christ only,

This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those 

who heard him.  God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and 

gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. (Hebrews 2:3b,4)

and to serve and build up the church,

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God's grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10)

The gifts always pertain to the spiritual welfare of  people.  As we read through 
the Acts of  the Apostles Luke confirms and records these fact (Acts 1:8).
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Gift Lists
The following verses indicate the various gifts that God has given to believers. 

See if  you can identify all of  them.

Romans 12:3-8

1 Corinthians 12:1-13:2

Ephesians 4:11

Purpose of the Gifts
Read the two passages are write down what the purposes of  the gifts are. Re-

member to use the Discovery Learning Questions from the study on Teaching the 
Bible.

Ephesians 4:11-16

1 Corinthians 12:12-31
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Gifts and Responsibility
As the Body of  Christ, there are a number of  gifts that are not to be confused 

with our responsibility before God:

Serving – Paul tells us that as Christians we are required to serve each other 
(Phil. 2:3-4).

Teaching – Jesus tells us that a part of  making disciples is to teach everything 
that He commanded (Matt. 28:20).

Encouraging – The Hebrew writer said that as long as it is called today we 
should encourage each other (Heb. 3:13).

Giving – A principle that Jesus taught was to give to those who ask (Luke 
6:30).

Mercy – Jesus said “Blessed are the merciful...” which is a characteristic that 
every believer should have if  he is under the Lordship of  Christ (Mat. 5:7).

Faith – Paul explains that we walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).

Helps – Paul tells us to follow his example and help the weak (Acts 20:35).

Evangelist – Timothy was encouraged to do the work of  an evangelist (2 
Tim. 4:5) and to preach the gospel (v. 2).  Jesus also commanded us to go and 
make disciples (Mat. 28:18).

Application
1.	 Discuss with your house church or small group how you all can demon-

strate the list of  responsibilities we have in the body of  Christ. What would it look 
like in your community if  everyone exhibited these characteristics?

2.	 Spiritual gifts are often identified in the context of  relationships in your 
community. Take some time to discuss with your house church or small group 
what others see as your spiritual gift.
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Biblical Giving

If  someone were to look at your checkbook or bank account, what would they 
learn about how you spend your money? Use the space below to reflect on this 
question.

Paul had a unique relationship with Jesus. Not only was his conversion on the 
road to Damascus incredible, but Jesus revealed Himself  to the apostle on other oc-
casion as well. On one of  those occasion, Jesus taught that “it is more blessed to 
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). This teaching formed the foundation of  Paul’s 
understanding of  giving.

Principles for Giving
Read the following passages and write down what you see as a principle that 

should be applied for giving. Pay particular attention to who is giving and what 
they are giving to.

2 Corinthians 9:1-15
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Philippians 4:10-20

1 Timothy 5:17-18

A Warning
Just as in our day, Paul was concerned that people would become too attached 

to material things and forget about godliness. Read the following instructions Paul 
gives to Timothy and make note of  how we should guard against becoming materi-
alistic.

1 Timothy 5:6-7

1 Timothy 5:10

1 Timothy 5:17-19
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Application
1. Reflect on the question at the beginning of  this study. In light of  what you 

have learned, how will biblical giving affect the manner in which you use your 
resources?

2. Giving is one of  those spiritual gifts that certain people have that empowers 
them in a special way to provide resources for God’s work. However, it is also a re-
sponsibility for us as well as an opportunity to worship God with how He has pro-
vided for us. What are practical ways you might worship God in your giving?
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C H A P T E R  5

A Leader’s 
Confidence - Position 

L E A D E R S H I P  T H A T  T U R N S  T H E  W O R L D  U P S I D E  D O W N  E M P O W E R S  
P E O P L E  I N  T H E I R  C A L L ,  C H A R A C T E R ,  C H A R I S M A T A ,  C O N F I D E N C E ,  

C O M M I T M E N T ,  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N
Paul wanted us to know who we were when we confessed Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior. Our identity in Christ is a wonderful promise. The work that Jesus did has 
placed us securely in the Father’s presence. This next two studies look at our iden-
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tity more deeply. Since we are positioned in God’s family, He has a plan for our 
lives.
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Our Identity in Christ

Can you remember an event in your life when you really felt like this is who 
you are? Maybe it was when your first child was born and you became a parent. 
Perhaps it was your first job in a new career. Write about the event and share it 
with your house church.

Just like those first events, our identity in Christ gave us a special understanding 
of  who we are. In part, that identity means that we have victory in the name of  
the Lord Jesus Christ. One day, “every knee shall bow” in submission to the power 
of  that name. To be “in Christ” means we are united to Christ in all of  the victory 
that He achieved in His redemptive work. To be “in Christ” suggests further vic-
tory in His resurrection and by our being seated with Him in the heavenlies (Eph 
2:10).  This position gives us authority to resist the devil and to defeat him. 

Our Identity
Since we are in Christ, we have acceptance, security and significance. Read the 

verses below and write down what they say about our identity in Christ.

Our Acceptance in Christ
John 1:12

John 15:15

Romans 5:1
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1 Corinthians 6:17

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

1 Corinthians 12:27

Ephesians 1:1

Ephesians 1:5

Ephesians 2:18

Ephesians 3:12

Colossians 2:10)

Our Security in Christ
Romans 8:1-2

Romans 8:28

Romans 8:31-34

Romans 8:35-39

2 Corinthians 1:21-22

Colossians 1:14

Colossians 3:3

Philippians 1:6

Philippians 3:20

2 Timothy 1:7

Hebrews 4:16

I John 5:18

Our Significance in Christ
Matthew 5:13-14

John 15:1, 5
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John 15:16

Acts 1:8

1 Corinthians 3:16

2 Corinthians 5:17-21

2 Corinthians 3:9

Ephesians 2:6

Ephesians 2:10

Philippians 4:13

Application
Satan would love to control our destiny. Therefore, we must consciously ask for 

and receive the mind of  Christ and the peace of  God that guards our thoughts.  
We must live in the power and under the direction of  the Holy Spirit, submitting 
our minds to the authority of  God’s Spirit. As you go throughout this week, try to 
memorize three of  the verses that you studied and share them with your house 
church the next time you meet.
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God’s Plan for His People

We learned in the previous study that our identity is in Christ. Write below how 
you think that our new identity intersects with God’s plan for our life.

Paul tells us that we are adopted children of  God (Eph 1:5). When we became 
a member of  God’s family we also took on a new responsibility to complete His 
mission in the world. So often when we think about God’s plan for our lives, we 
think in terms of  our vocation. However, God’s plan for our lives relates to how we 
participate in His plan more than it relates to our careers. We will learn later that 
God wants us to fulfill His plan no matter where we are. That is a part of  what it 
means to be a disciple of  Jesus Christ.

Being a Disciple
The following from the Gospel of  Matthew relates Jesus calling His first 

disciples. Read the passage and note what it means to be a disciple.

Matthew 4:18-22
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The Test of a Disciple
Being a Christian is not always easy. Jesus tells us that there will be times of  

trial. Read the following verses. What do you learn about being a disciples of  Jesus 
Christ?

Matthew 7:13-14

Matthew 7:15-20

Mathew 7:21-23

Matthew 7:24-27

The Mission of a Disciple
The Gospel of  Matthew concludes with a clear command of  what it means to 

be a disciple. There are other passages that also clearly communicate what God’s 
plan is for our lives. Read the following and note what our mission is.

Matthew 28:18-20

Acts 1:8
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1 Corinthians 3:9

Colossians 4:5-6

Application
Using the Discovery Method of  Learning and the Lesson Outline questions, 

read and study the following passage and create an outline that you can teach 
about our security in Christ. Use the space below for your lesson.

Ephesians 5:1-21
Lesson Title:

What does it say?
1.	 What did you like about the story or passage? What didn’t you under-

stand?

2.	 What did you learn about the people in the story or passage?

3.	 What does the story or passage say about God or Jesus?

81



4.	 How does this story or passage fit into the Grand Narrative of  the Bible?

What do I teach?
1.	 What example or command is there to follow? 

What do we do?
1.	 What will you do differently as a result of  hearing the story or passage?
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C H A P T E R  6

A Leader’s 
Commitment – 

Priorities

L E A D E R S H I P  T H A T  T U R N S  T H E  W O R L D  U P S I D E  D O W N  E M P O W E R S  
P E O P L E  I N  T H E I R  C A L L ,  C H A R A C T E R ,  C H A R I S M A T A ,  C O N F I D E N C E ,  

C O M M I T M E N T ,  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N
Paul was committed to Scripture, prayer, worship, fellowship, and fulfilling the 

Great Commission. The following five studies are designed to help small groups 
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understand the importance of  these five priorities, both in one’s personal life as 
well as in the life of  their group. It is most helpful to come to your group prepared 
to discuss and learn from each other. So, take a few moments during the course of  
the week to look through each study, read the verses, and respond to the prompts.
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Commitment to Scripture

The Scriptures, both Old and New Testament, are the inspired Word of  God, 
without error in the original writing, the complete revelation of  His will for the sal-
vation of  people and the Divine and final authority for all Christian faith and life.  
In your own words, write what the Scriptures mean to you personally and how you 
use them.

Undoubtedly, the Scriptures are unique.  There are 66 books spanning 1600 
years that were written by 40 authors from every walk of  life: kings, prophets, phi-
losophers, poets, a doctor, businessmen, religious leaders. The Old Testament is 
the preparation, the gospels are the manifestation, Acts is the propagation, the 
Epistles give the explanation and Revelation is the completion.  

Inspiration of Scripture
From the following verses write you impressions regarding the Scripture.

Joshua 23:14

Isaiah 40:8, 55:10, 11
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2 Timothy 3:16

Hebrews 4:12

1 Peter 1:23-25

2 Peter 1:21

Spiritual Food for the Spiritually Hungry
Read Deuteronomy 8:3, Job 23:12, Acts 20:32, 1 Timothy 4:6, 1 Peter 2:2,3

Write in your own words the analogy implied by these verses.

Application
The following verses indicate some benefits when we read the Scripture.  Write 

you impressions of  each benefit.

Joshua 1:8

Proverbs 6:22
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Matthew 4:4

John 15:3, 17:17

John 20:30, 31

Romans 15:4

2 Timothy 3:17

Note of Importance
Be prepared to share next week what the Lord has been teaching you from His 

Word.  Remember as you read His Word to prepare yourselves spiritually, make 
observation and application, and finally continue in what you have learned 
through memorizing key verses.
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Commitment to Prayer

Prayer is a mode of  communication, or talking, with God. It is simply speaking 
with God personally. Exactly the way we speak with our friends, we can speak with 
God. Prayer is one of  the easiest aspects of  the Christian life, but it is often diffi-
cult to practice. If  someone were to ask you, “When do you pray?” how would you 
respond?

Someone once asked a pastor, “Why is it necessary to pray?” The pastor re-
sponded, “Because God told us to.” It seems so simple. It is said of  the famous pas-
tor in the 1500s, Martin Luther, that if  he had a busy day, he prayed for an hour. 
If  he had a very busy day, he prayed for two. He understood the importance of  
prayer.

Principles of Prayer
Read Philippians 4:6-7. What are the three principles of  prayer that Paul writes 

to the believers?

1.

2.

3.
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An Example of an Effective Prayer
Read Acts 4:23-31

In this passage, we see the believers were gathered together to pray that God 
would continue to work out His plan. What are some of  the characteristics of  
their prayer?

In verses 25 and 26, the believers read from Psalm 2:1-2. Why do you think 
they used this passage?

Why might it be important to use Scripture when we pray?

Why did the believers pray in the name of  Jesus?

92



Trusting God to Hear our Prayer
Read John 15:17 and Matthew 21:22

What is the relationship between listening and asking?

What is the relationship between faith and asking?

Application
Think for a moment about any personal prayer requests you might have and 

share one or two with the group so we can pray for you during the week. Use this 
space to write down the prayer requests of  others in your group.
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Commitment to Worship

Many of  us have an idea of  what worship means.  Most have been to church 
and have come away with a definition of  worship that they relate with from their 
experience.  Use the space below to write down some of  your thoughts on worship 
and what it means.

One pastor wrote, "Missions is not the ultimate goal of  the church.  Worship is.  
Missions exists because God is ultimate, not man.  When this age is over and the 
countless millions of  the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of  God, 
missions will be no more.  It is a temporary necessity.  But worship abides forever."

Defining Worship
Read the following verses and write down your impressions in relationship to 

worship and what it means.

Romans 12:1-2

Revelation 4-5

95



Psalm 67:1-7

Psalm 150:1-6

Components of Worship
Read Psalm 18 and see if  you can identify at least 5 attitudes in worship by re-

sponding to the following questions/statements.

1.  Read verses 1-3 and 7-19 and imagine yourself  in the same situation as 
David.  Write down what your impression would be.

2.  What attitude do you see David expressing in verses 21-24?

3.  What do you think has to happen in order for you to have that same atti-
tude?

4.  In verses 25-36 King David worships God by acknowledging who He is and 
accepting who He has made him.  What kind of  attitude does this express?
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5.  By the time David reaches the end of  his prayer of  worship to God we have 
a sense that he is about to burst.  In verses 46-50 what do you see as the final two 
attitudes which David expresses to God as he worships Him?

Application
1.  Write down the five attitudes that express worship which we found in Psalm 

18.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

How can you apply those to your everyday life?

2.  The Book of  Psalms is full of  expressions of  worship.  Over the next week 
read the following Psalms in the morning when you get up.  Be prepared to share 
some of  the things you discovered next week in group.

Sunday:  Psalm 8

Monday:  Psalm 19

Tuesday:  Psalm 37

Wednesday:  Psalm 51

Thursday:  Psalm 90

Friday:  Psalm 103

Saturday:  Psalm 139
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Commitment to Fellowship

Paul was very concerned about the commitment of  believers to fellowship with 
God and with other believers.  Read the following passages and write down the es-
sence of  what Paul is saying:  Romans 14:13-23; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesi-
ans 5:22-6:9; Philippians 2:1-9.

Paul’s greatest concern for the church was in the area of  fellowship.  We see 
from reading Romans 14 that his concern was related to judging people.  In 1 Cor-
inthians 12 he was concerned that believers see each other as equal in the body be-
cause each member had its role and if  he could not fulfill his role then the body 
would be weak. In Ephesians 5 we see the importance of  submitting to each other.  
Finally, in Philippians 2 Paul was concerned that there would be unity in the 
church.

The Expression of this Commitment
Read 2 Timothy 1:3-7

In this passage we see three things that characterized Paul’s relationship with 
Timothy.  Answer the following question and see if  you can identify those charac-
teristics.

1.  Looking at verse 3, what do you think it means to have a clear conscience in 
relation to fellowship with other believers?
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2.  What importance does prayer play in fellowship with other believers?

3.  Read the following passages and write down how each person prayed for 
others:

John 17:11-17

Ephesians 1:17-19

4.  How do you think Timothy felt after he read verses 4 and 5?

5.  Where do you think you can find the most encouragement and why can you 
find it there?

An Example of Fellowship
Read 1 Samuel 18:1-4 and 1 Samuel 20:3, 17-23, 41-42

The following statements are some characteristics of  Jonathan and David’s rela-
tionship.  See if  you can find the corresponding verses in the passages that you just 
read.

Love for others as for self.
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Considering other more important than self.

Transparency

Mutual trust

Application
1.  Think about Paul’s statement about having a clear conscience.  Do you 

think you could say that you have a clear conscience as you stand before God?  If  
not, what do you need to do in order to have a clear conscience?

2.  Be prepared to share some personal prayer requests with the group so that 
we can prayer for each other during the course of  the week.

3.  Think about ways in which you can encourage someone.  What are some of  
your ideas?  How can you apply them in our group?
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Commitment to the Great 
Commission

At the end of  Jesus’s time on earth, He gave his disciples a final command.  
This command is the natural response to Jesus’s other two great commands to love 
your God and to love your neighbor (Matthew 22:37).  What do you think was Je-
sus’s last command and why do you think it is a natural response to His two previ-
ous commands?

The founder and president of  the largest mission agency in the world with 
work in more than 150 countries once said, "Christ’s Great Commission is the 
greatest plan ever given to men, by the greatest person who ever lived, concerning 
the greatest power ever revealed with the greatest promise ever recorded."

Fulfilling the Great Commission
Read Matthew 28:18-20

1.  Summarize in your own words the commission that Jesus gave to His 
disciples.

 
2.  What do you think are the requirements for a person to begin fulfilling the 
Great Commission?  Read the following verses and write down your response.

John 14:6
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Acts 1:8

1 Corinthians 9:16-17

Ephesians 5:18

1 Timothy 4:1-6

1 Peter 3:15

Go, Make, Baptize and Teach 
1.  Read Acts 1:8 again.  Where is it that we should "go" as we fulfill the Great 

Commission?

2.  Read 2 Timothy 2:2.  How would you define "make disciples" based on this 
verse?

3.  A part of  disciple making is baptism.  We cannot make the decision for peo-
ple to be baptized but why do you think it is important?  Read Matthew 3:13-17; 
Romans 6:3, 4.
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4.  Think for a moment about everything you have learned in your life as a 
Christian.  What do you think Jesus meant by "teach them all that I have com-
manded?"

His Final Command
When Jesus gave His final command to His disciples, He told them to make 

more disciples in every nation. The Greek word for nation is the word from where 
we derive “ethnicity.” At the time of  the New Testament, national boundaries did 
not exist like we have them today. Instead, people generally lived among their own 
ethnic populations. So, when Jesus gave the command to make disciples, He ex-
pected that we would go to every people group to be sure that they can hear about 
the good news. It has been more than 2000 years since Jesus gave His disciples the 
Great Commission and we are not quite finished. There are still nearly 1,000 dis-
tinct ethnic groups who have never had the opportunity to hear about Jesus.

Application
1.  How do you think the Lord could use you in fulfilling His Great Commis-

sion?

2. How do you think the Lord could use your small group in fulfilling the Great 
Commission?

3.  What do you think the need is in your city for new churches?

105





About the Authors

Michael and Loré are passionate about seeing the Great Commission fulfilled in this genera-
tion. Currently, they are involved in training national leaders in evangelism, discipleship, 
leadership development, and church planting. In 2010, they founded an organization that focused 
on helping alleviate spiritual and economic poverty in the developing world through Business as 
Mission. With a decade of  academic experience at Trinity International University, Michael 
helped equip undergraduate and graduate students with skills to engage culture whether in the 
United States or abroad. Michael and Loré have 30 years of  ministry and missions experience in-
cluding 13 years experience as a missionaries, 10 of  those as a pioneer church planters in Roma-
nia after the fall of  communism. Over the course of  their missions career, their attention has al-
ways focused on creative ways to take the gospel to difficult to reach people. Most importantly, they 
are parents of  three adult children who love the Lord and are equally passionate about seeing more 
people worship Him.  

107




